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Bildungsroman is a literary genre which focuses on the psychological and moral growth of the central character from youth to adulthood. And an autobiographical novel is a fiction work which is based on the life of the author. During the interview, Alexis said that he struggled with alcoholism during his childhood. This shows that his morals were developing and he was trying to be a good man who maybe could earn respect from the community. He seems to be embracing the western culture despite being despised for looking different from the rest. This is also the case for Junior, he looks different from the rest, and thus he is ridiculed by the rest for looking different. At some point, he changes and embraces the western culture and becomes part of it as his friend did. It is also true that during the interview it was said that the book was about the life of the author. So, by looking at the two instances that came up during the interview, it can be said that the novel is a semi-autobiographical Bildungsroman. 
It is common that people who are born looking different from those around them they are ridiculed for it. The kids can at first feel disturbed by this fact, but at some point in life they will appreciate themselves and then feel free to embrace the culture of those who are surrounding them. Junior is said to have been born with hydrocephalus. As a result, kids do not feel comfortable when around the rest since they also know that they look different from the rest. They might wonder why they look different and then decide to remain conservative and this might affect their lives in a negative way. Junior represents the true diary from the perspective of the Native American teenager. Junior was initially living in the Indian Reservation and after that decided to attend an all-white school off the reservation. At the new school things turn out to be good after some time since he is welcomed and becomes liked by many; Junior conquers the race differences.
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